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The Critical Site Network Tool

The information source for waterbird conservation 

in the African-Eurasian Flyway

A consortium of leading international conservation organisations presents the Critical 
Site Network Tool, a freely-accessible web-based information portal that will provide 
you with essential up-to-date information on migratory waterbirds and their key sites 
along the African-Eurasian Flyway.

Under the African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement (AEWA) and the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, 
countries are required to identify and protect critical sites for waterbirds along their migratory routes. 
The major global organisations dealing with the conservation of waterbirds and their habitats have joined 
forces in the Wings Over Wetlands Project (WOW) to strengthen the implementation of AEWA and the 
Ramsar Convention. One of the main and innovative products of this project is the Critical Site Network 
Tool.

Supported by the German Federal Agency for Nature Conservation and 
the German Federal Ministry for Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety
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Keith Wearne coordinated the 
midsummer and midwinter 
wader and waterbird counts 
at the enormous Walvis Bay 
wetland in Namibia from 
1994 onwards (see Wearne & 
 Underhill 2005, WSGB 107: 
24–30). He died peacefully in 
his sleep on 18 July 2008 just 
after making all the arrange-
ments for the winter 2008 
count. The event took place on 
19 and 20 July and was dedi-
cated to the memory of this 
remarkable conservationist. 

He was 82, and active till the end.
He was a methodical recorder, and every six months the 

Walvis Bay bird count would be distributed by email to the 

Census spreadsheet. 

Obituary: Keith Wearne 1926–2008

Keith Wearne (standing second from right) with “his” bird counting team, Walvis Bay, Namibia, January 2006.

He was an activist. He was continuously involved in 
advocacy for the desert coastline, especially for Walvis Bay 
itself, and the shore between Swakopmund and Walvis Bay, 
which is currently being developed with undue haste and on 
an inappropriate and unsustainable scale. This coastline holds 
(or at least did hold) the highest density of migrant waders 

This is the only piece of open coastline in the region which 

the intertidal waders. There are probably many private sec-
tor developers, and government sector plan approvers, who 
breathed a collective sigh of relief at his passing.

He founded the Coastal and Environmental Trust of 
 Namibia (CETN). Through CETN, Keith succeeded in 
 passing his baton on to a new generation. They will continue 
his life’s work, campaigning for the protection, and sustain-
able utilization, of Namibia’s valuable biodiversity gems, 
which have the potential to earn ecotourism revenue, long 
after the diamond mines are exhausted.

Les G. Underhill
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Adults

Eurasian  Curlew

N. a. orientalis

Eurasian Curlew

N. a. arquata
Whimbrel

N. phaeopus
Slender-billed

Curlew

N. tenuirostris

A toolkit for finding Slender-billed Curlews
The Slender-billed Curlew quest – the greatest European birding challenge

To facilitate the rapid
reaction of experts to help
verify record and
undertake conservation
action, please immediately
send a report (including
digital images, sound
recordings or any other
evidence) to:

Tim Cleeves
Slender-billed Curlew
Working Group
Co-ordinator:

timcleeves@
yahoo.co.uk

Mobile:
+44 (0)7920 050670
Address:
11 Plessey Crescent,
Whitley Bay,
Tyne and Wear   NE25 8QJ
United Kingdom

Nicola Crockford
Slender-billed Curlew
Working Group Chair:

Nicola.Crockford@
rspb.org.uk

Telephone:
+44 (0)1767 680551

Illustrations:
C Schmidt

This document will be available in other languages.
For further reference images, sound recordings of calls, and details on steps

to take in searching for Slender-billed Curlews, please visit:

www.slenderbilledcurlew.net

Actions to take if you believe you have seen a

Slender-billed Curlew

Adult Slender-billed

Curlew. Morocco.

Pic: C. Gomersall.

Adults
Be careful not to disturb the bird.

Try to take photographic images, ideally
digitally, even via a mobile phone through a
telescope. Please also try to make sound
recordings of calls.

Take detailed notes. (See below for key
details.)

Contact key local experts (ideally from national
rarities committee or BirdLife International
Partner) to come and verify your record and
help photograph the bird. (Contact details are
available from www.slenderbilledcurlew.net).

Report sighting to the Slender-billed Curlew
Working Group (see panel on left).

Date:

Number of birds:

Location: (include name

of nearest town and

GPS co-ordinates or

grid reference).

Observer(s): full names,

addresses, e-mail and

phone numbers.

Distance: your distance

from the bird(s) in metres.

5 points to remember

N.B. Please also report any probable Slender-billed Curlews you have
seen in the past, but not yet reported, and also places and dates
searched without any Slender-billed Curlew records.

Description: Please describe the
bird(s) as fully as possible, referring to
the field characters used to distin-
guish the Slender-billed Curlew(s)
from Eurasian Curlew Numenius
arquata, eastern form of Eurasian
Curlew N. a. orientalis and from
Whimbrel N. phaeopus.
Please also give any details of moult.

Describe any calls.

If the bird was with any other waders,
please report which species.

Juvenile/

first-winterThe Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity:
England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654           November 2008

Essential information to note

This document has been funded by RSPB and AEWA
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